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Abstrakt: Creative thinkers are often credited with a talent for divergent production, that is, an ability to fluently
generate a diversity of novel and imaginative solutions to a given problem. I will focus here on the mechanics of divergent
categorization, the production of diverse points of view for a given topic. In contrast to a convergent computational
resource such as WordNet, which is designed to provide the narrow consensus view on the categorization of a great many
lexical concepts, a divergent categorization system will produce a broad swathe of nuanced categories for many familiar
topics, ranging from the highly conventional to the eccentrically unconventional. This divergent categorization system,
which acquires is diversity of viewpoints from the Web, is modeled as a Web service named Thesaurus Rex that provides
its divergent perspectives to client applications on demand. In turn, Rex is just one of several Creative Web Services that
contribute to an intelligent metaphor-generating client system named @MetaphorMagnet, which autonomously crafts its
own figurative perspectives on the world for distribution via Twitter. I will explore here how @MetaphorMagnet takes
advantage of divergence to frame competing points of view as an insightful contest of ideas on Twitter.
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